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INDIANA FIRE PREVENTION AND BUILDING SAFETY COMMISSION 
 
TO: Tony Lothridge  
FROM: Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission (Commission) Staff 
DATE: March 23, 2021 
RE: Preliminary Staff Review of the Fire Prevention Ordinance of the City of Decatur, IN  

 
 
The above referenced ordinance has been received by the Commission and has been assigned 
to staff for preliminary review. Staff will review your ordinance for any duplication, conflict, or 
overlap with the fire safety and buildings laws of the state and will provide the results of their 
review upon completion. Staff may request additional information or clarification of provisions in 
the ordinance.  
 
Please note, the results of this preliminary staff review are not binding upon the Commission, and 
additional defects may be found at a later date, which may result in the denial of your ordinance. 
For this reason, it is strongly recommended that ordinances follow the Commission’s approved 
templates. Ordinances that do not follow the templates are likely to duplicate, conflict, and 
overlap with the fire safety and building laws of the state and take longer to review. If the templates 
are not followed, do not repeat language in your ordinance that is already required by law in 
the Commission’s rules (which includes language in the model codes adopted within the 
Commission’s rules) or Indiana Code.  
 
To obtain copies of the Commission’s ordinance templates, follow these instructions: 
 

1. Visit the Commission’s webpage at this link: http://www.in.gov/dhs/2375.htm.  
2. Scroll down to the “Ordinance Review” section and click the box to expand its content. 
3. Within the expanded contents, there is a section titled “Ordinance Templates” that 

contains links to the Commission’s ordinance templates. Click on the template that you 
wish to adopt.  

 
Please be advised, property maintenance codes are very likely to conflict with the 
Commission’s rules and must be narrowly tailored. The Commission’s rules generally allow 
construction to comply with the codes in effect at the time of construction without needing to be 
modified to comply with current rules, such as those contained in property maintenance codes.   
 
If after reading this notice you would like to revise your ordinance before it is reviewed, or if you 
have any questions regarding this process, please email buildingcommisison@dhs.in.gov and 
reference the title of your ordinance which is contained in the subject line of this correspondence.  
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GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 

§ 91.01 INSPECTION OF PREMISES FOR FIRE HAZARDS: ORDERS. 

 

(A) It shall be the duty of the Fire Chief, or person designated by the Fire Chief, to inspect, as 
often as may be necessary, but not less than once a year structures throughout the city, 
other than one- or two-family dwellings, for the purpose of ascertaining, and causing to be 
corrected, any conditions liable to cause fire or any violations of the provisions or intent of 
any ordinance of the city affecting the fire hazard. 

(B) The Chief of the Fire Department and/or his or her assistants, designated by the Fire Chief, 
are authorized and directed to enter into and examine all places within the city where fire is 
liable to occur, and to take all necessary means to prevent danger therefrom. Such 
inspections shall be made at reasonable hours. 

(C) In the event that during the inspection as set out in division (B) above, the Fire Chief and/or 
his or her assistants discovers a condition or code violation which is deemed unsafe or 
dangerous, the Fire Chief or the Fire Chief’s designee shall serve the owner of the premises 
and/or the occupant of the premises, a written or electronic notice of such unsafe or 
dangerous condition. Further notices, if any, shall be served by United States certified mail, 
with return receipt requested, in which he or she shall set forth the dangerous conditions, 
and shall further require action to remove such condition or code violation. 

(D) The Fire Chief shall state in the notice a time in which the mean prescribed by the Fire Chief 
shall be complied with. 

(E) The first violation notice shall be given at the time of the inspection. The second violation 
notice, shall be approximately 30 days from the first notice, if not corrected. The third and 
final violation notice shall be approximately 15 days after the second violation notice, if not 
corrected. In the event that the recipient of the notice does not take the necessary action to 
correct the dangerous condition or code violation as set out in the notice, the recipient shall 
be in violation of this section and shall result in a citation. If a violation is not corrected due 
to extenuating circumstances, a committee of the Fire Chief, Fire Marshal and the 
Superintendent of Building and Zoning, may grant an extension. 
Penalty, see §91.99 

 

VIOLATION CLASSIFICATIONS 
 
Violations occurring during inspections shall be determined from one of three violations. 
Immediate danger to life safety, Major violation and Minor violation.  
Minor violations are classified as violations that do not pose a serious hazard to life safety. 
Major violations are classified as serious violations and are listed below: 
 IFC 1008.1.10 Panic & fire exit hardware 
 IFC 1003.6 Means of egress continuity 

IFC 1008.1.9.3 Locks and latches 



IFC 507.5.4 Obstructions 
IFC 1008.1.9 Door operations 
IFC 901.6.1 Standards (FD connection) 
IFC 1023.1 Exit passageway 
IFC 1030.3 Obstructions 
IFC 315.3.2 Means of egress 
IFC 313.1 General (fuel equipment storage) 
IFC 315.3 Storage in buildings 
IFC 1008.1.9.4 Bolts & locks 
IFC 603.4 Portable unvented heaters 
IFC 703.2 Opening protectives 

 Immediate danger to life safety violations are violations that need addressed immediately 
before operations can continue. 

 

§ 91.99 Penalty 

(A) (1) Whoever violates any of the provisions of this chapter of fails to comply therewith, or 
who shall violate or fail to comply with any order made thereunder, or who shall build in 
violation of any detailed statement of specifications or plans submitted and approved 
thereunder, or any certification or permit issued thereunder, shall for each and every such 
violation and non-compliance respectively, be fined not less than $10, nor more than 
$2,500. 
 
(2) The imposition of a penalty for any violation shall not excuse the violation or permit it to 
continue; and all such persons shall be required to correct or remedy such violations or 
defects within a reasonable time; and, when not otherwise specified, each ten days that 
prohibited conditions are maintained shall constitute a separate offense. 
 
(3) The application of the above penalty shall not be held to prevent the enforced removal 
of prohibited conditions. 
 

(B) Whoever violates any provision of §91.11 of this chapter shall, upon conviction, be fined not 
more than $100. 
 

(C) Whoever violates any provision of §91.12 of this chapter shall, upon conviction, be fined not 
less than $10 and not more than $100. 

(D) After the third and final notice violations shall be subject to the following citations, 

MINOR VIOLATIONS - $25 per violation 

MAJOR VIOLATIONS - $250 per violation 

IMMEDIATE DANGER TO LIFE SAFETY - $250 after the second inspection and immediate 
suspension of operations until violations are remedied. 
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