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INDIANA FIRE PREVENTION AND BUILDING SAFETY COMMISSION 

Tuesday, August 10, 2021 
By Electronic Mail 

Steve Sorah 
Petitioner 
Wayne County, Indiana Building Commission 
401 East Main Street 
Richmond, IN 47374 
permits@co.wayne.in.us  

Re: Petition for Administrative Review – Written Interpretation of the Indiana State 
Building Commissioner – Interpretation No. CEB-2021-28-2020 IRC 
TR404.1.1(1)a  

Dear Mr. Sorah: 

The Indiana Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission (Commission) is in 
receipt of your electronically-filed petition for administrative review of the Written 
Interpretation of the Indiana State Building Commissioner – Interpretation No. CEB-
2021-28-2020 IRC TR404.1.1(1)a, submitted on Tuesday, August 10, 2021. Pursuant to 
the requirements of Indiana Code § 4-21.5-3-7, your petition for administrative review is 
hereby granted by the Commission. 

Your petition will now be forwarded to the Indiana Office on Administrative Law 
Proceedings (OALP) to be assigned to the Commission’s administrative law judge. 
OALP or the judge will contact you directly to make arrangements for further 
proceedings. Should you have any questions, you may contact the Indiana Department 
of Homeland Security’s deputy general counsel assigned to this matter, Justin Guedel, 
at jguedel@dhs.in.gov or (317) 234-9515.  

Sincerely, 

Douglas J. Boyle, Director 
Indiana Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission 
Indiana Department of Homeland Security 
Indiana Government Center South, Room E-208 
302 W. Washington Street 
Indianapolis, IN 46204 
doboyle@dhs.in.gov  
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cc: Craig E. Burgess, Indiana State Building Commissioner – Respondent (by 
electronic mail) 
Justin K. Guedel, Indiana Department of Homeland Security Deputy General 
Counsel – Legal Counsel for the Respondent (by electronic mail) 

 Bryston Sprecher, Administrative Assistant of the Indiana Fire Prevention and 
Building Safety Commission (by electronic mail) 



From: noreply@formstack.com
To: DHS Legal Mailbox
Subject: Petition for Review
Date: Tuesday, August 10, 2021 2:25:09 PM
Attachments: 68379161_Written Interpretation.pdf

68380022_foundation photos.pdf
68380035_code section.pdf

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or
click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

Formstack Submission For: petition for review 
Submitted at 08/10/21 2:21 PM

Individual
Name: Steve Sorah

Business
Name: : Wayne County Indiana Building Commission

Phone
Number: (765) 973-9297

Email
Address: permits@co.wayne.in.us

Mailing
Address:

401 East Main Street
Richmond, IN 47374

Are you
represented
by an
attorney?:

No

Attorney
Name:

Firm:

mailto:noreply@formstack.com
mailto:Legal@dhs.IN.gov
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Phone
Number:

Email
Address:

Mailing
Address:

Order
Number:

Facility |
Device |
Boiler ID:

Date Order
Received: Jul 26, 2021

How did you
receive the
Order? :

Email

Entity
Issuing
Order:

Indiana Department of Homeland Security

Entity Name:

Upload
Order: View File

Was this
order
specifically
directed to
you?:

Yes

Explain: This was an interpretation of a local builder's claim
disputing our building inspector inspection failure

Explain:

Have you
been
aggrieved or

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=38c3cade-6758f3c8-38c783de-8681d5b5fa8e-f12114dcf5ed40f5&q=1&e=a621a93e-b1c4-4a1c-a95b-8fd8e95bedea&u=https%3A%2F%2Fs3.amazonaws.com%2Ffiles.formstack.com%2Fuploads%2F3179105%2F68379161%2F845484638%2F68379161_written_interpretation.pdf


adversely
affected by
the order?:

Yes

Explain: The interpretation does not accurately depict the "on
ground" scenario.

Explain:

If the order
was not
specifically
directed to
you and you
have not
been
aggrieved or
adversely
affected by
the order,
are you
entitled to
review under
some other
law? :

What law?:

I request
review of the
entire order
described
above:

Yes

If you are not
requesting
review of the
entire order,
what is the
scope of your
request?:

I request a
stay of
effectiveness:

Yes

The petitioner, Fred Harvey, did not accurately



What is the
basis of your
challenge? :

describe the issue. In the written interpretation
narrative , last paragraph, note that the author states
"above-ground masonry installation". Mr. Harvey's
petition narrative leads you to believe the weep holes
were above ground. They are not as you can see in the
attached photos. Rather than using Table R404.1.1(1)
foot note a, we used Section R404.1.1 foot note 1. It
reads in part, Design Required. Concrete or masonry
foundations walls shall be designed in accordance with
accepted engineering practice where either of the
following conditions exists: (1) Walls are subject to
hydrostatic pressure from ground water. If we had
allowed Mr. Harvey to install weep holes below
ground in the manner in which he installed them, the
weep holes would have allowed the water to not only
drain from but also into the ground beneath the slab.
Accepted engineering practice generally call for drain
tiles inside and outside the foundation wall in the case
of slab on grade stem wall foundation weep holes.
Both drains would need to drain to daylight. The key
words of the Section R404.1.1 is "Design Required" as
the code does not specifically address what Mr.
Harvey was attempting to do. We asked him to have
an engineer design the drainage system that he wanted
but he refused.

What is your
desired
outcome? :

Rescind the written interpretation as it was based on
incomplete information.

Additional
information
in support of
my request:

Additional
Attachments: View File

Additional
Attachments: View File

Additional
Attachments:
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