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INDIANA FIRE PREVENTION AND BUILDING SAFETY COMMISSION 
 
Thursday, March 18, 2021 
By Electronic Mail 

 
Fr. Douglas Mayer 
Pastor and Petitioner 
Saint Paul Catholic School 
1755 Harrison Boulevard 
Valparaiso, IN 46385 
pastor@saintpaulvalpo.org 
 
Robert Schwerd 
Attorney for the Petitioner 
Schwerd, Fryman & Torrenga, LLP 
825 E. Lincolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
rms@sftlawyers.com 
 
Re: Petition for Administrative Review – IDHS Notice of Violations Order No. 

716647, Violation No. 4 – Saint Paul Catholic School 
      
Dear Fr. Mayer and Mr. Schwerd:  
 

The Indiana Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission (Commission) is in 
receipt of your electronically-filed petition for administrative review of Indiana 
Department of Homeland Security (IDHS) Notice of Violations Order No. 716647, 
Violation No. 4 – Saint Paul Catholic School, submitted on Thursday, March 18, 2021. 
Pursuant to the requirements of Indiana Code § 4-21.5-3-7, your petition for 
administrative review is hereby granted by the Commission. 

 
Your petition will now be forwarded to the Indiana Office on Administrative Law 

Proceedings (OALP) to be assigned to the Commission’s administrative law judge. 
OALP or the judge will contact you directly to make arrangements for further 
proceedings. Should you have any questions, you may contact the Indiana Department 
of Homeland Security’s deputy general counsel assigned to this matter, Justin Guedel, 
at jguedel@dhs.in.gov or (317) 234-9515.  
 

Sincerely, 

 
Douglas J. Boyle, Director 
Indiana Fire Prevention and Building Safety Commission 
Indiana Department of Homeland Security 
Indiana Government Center South, Room E-208 
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Enclosure 
cc: Justin K. Guedel, IDHS Deputy General Counsel – representing the Respondent 

(by electronic mail) 
 Bryston Sprecher, Administrative Assistant of the Indiana Fire Prevention and 

Building Safety Commission (by electronic mail) 
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From: noreply@formstack.com
To: DHS Legal Mailbox
Subject: Petition for Review
Date: Thursday, March 18, 2021 12:16:25 PM
Attachments: 68379161_FIRE MARSHAL INSPECTION AND VIOLATIONS..pdf

68380022_St. Paul School - Library.pdf
68380035_ST PAUL SCHOOL FIRST FLOOR see Library East sid.pdf

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or
click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

Formstack Submission For: petition for review 
Submitted at 03/18/21 12:14 PM

Individual
Name: Fr. Douglas Mayer

Business
Name: : St. Paul Catholic School

Phone
Number: (219) 464-4831 ext. 225

Email
Address: pastor@saintpaulvalpo.org

Mailing
Address:

St. Paul Catholic School 
1755 Harrison Blvd. 
Valparaiso, IN 46385

Are you
represented
by an
attorney?:

Yes

Attorney
Name: Robert Schwerd

Firm: Schwerd, Fryman & Torrenga, LLP

mailto:noreply@formstack.com
mailto:Legal@dhs.IN.gov
https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=408905af-1f123ca7-408d4caf-86e696e30194-326c33b0c3b28b4c&q=1&e=33da38d1-575b-425a-a71b-f830ee4b80f5&u=https%3A%2F%2Fsoi.formstack.com%2Fforms%2Fpetition_for_review









































Phone
Number:

Email
Address: rms@sftlawyers.com

Mailing
Address:

Schwerd, Fryman & Torrenga, LLP 
825 E. Lincolnway 
Valparaiso, IN 46383

Order
Number:

Facility |
Device |
Boiler ID:

State No. SC085C, Inspection No. 716647

Date Order
Received: Mar 08, 2021

How did you
receive the
Order? :

Email

Entity
Issuing
Order:

Indiana Department of Homeland Security

Entity Name:

Upload
Order: View File

Was this
order
specifically
directed to
you?:

Yes

Explain: I am the Pastor of St. Paul Parish and am directly
responsible for the operation of the school building.

Explain:

Have you

https://protect2.fireeye.com/v1/url?k=5b9c7b8e-04074286-5b98328e-86e696e30194-f9b8cf6d48a05bb8&q=1&e=33da38d1-575b-425a-a71b-f830ee4b80f5&u=https%3A%2F%2Fs3.amazonaws.com%2Ffiles.formstack.com%2Fuploads%2F3179105%2F68379161%2F780253504%2F68379161_fire_marshal_inspection_and_violations..pdf


been
aggrieved or
adversely
affected by
the order?:

Yes

Explain:

The cost of installing a sidewalk from a private
secluded patio to a public way which is approximately
100 feet away would place the school into severe
financial hardship and put the children at risk.

Explain:

If the order
was not
specifically
directed to
you and you
have not
been
aggrieved or
adversely
affected by
the order,
are you
entitled to
review under
some other
law? :

What law?:

I request
review of the
entire order
described
above:

Yes

If you are not
requesting
review of the
entire order,
what is the
scope of your
request?:

I request a
stay of Yes



effectiveness:

What is the
basis of your
challenge? :

We are requesting a review of only item #4 on the
Inspection Report based on the following reasons:

1. We believe that item #4 was issued in error and we
are entitled by law to have the matter reviewed. 

2. The building, including the patio off the library was
approved by the State in 2006-2007. When approval
was given, the State was aware the patio off the library
(see building plans attached **) was not available for
public use and instead would be used only for a quiet
reading area and for quiet contemplation by small
groups of students, when the weather is conducive to
sitting outside. The door leading to the patio is not
used by the public and is not considered a public
entrance or exit, nor is it marked as a fire exit. 

3. The school use of the patio and the door leading to
the patio is grandfathered in as a legal nonconforming
use and not subject to section 1007-2 of the 2014
Edition IBC 675IaC 13-2-6. 

4. To require the school to attach the patio area to a
public walkway makes no sense. The patio was
designed to be secluded. If a sidewalk is put in
connecting the patio to a public walkway the children
would be subject to the general public walking up to
them thereby placing the children at risk. Such a
requirement defeats having the patio as a secure
isolated space for reading and contemplation. (See
photos of St. Paul’s)The first photo shows the patio
and shows a sidewalk would then have to extend to the
sidewalk at the front of the school. The second photo
shows how the sidewalk would have to extend to the
public walkway, a total distance of one hundred (100)
feet. In case of an emergency the 3 or 4 students who
may be using the patio can simply walk across the
grass to the sidewalk. 

5. The cost of installing a sidewalk to the public would
be a financial burden on the already strained budget of
the school. As shown by the attached photos, the new
sidewalk would be approximately one hundred (100)
feet long. 

What is your
desired
outcome? :

To not have to install a sidewalk from the patio
continuous to a public way as required by item #4 of
the attached Report of Inspection.



Additional
information
in support of
my request:

Additional
Attachments: View File

Additional
Attachments: View File

Additional
Attachments: View File
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