From: Ron Ritchey

To: Fire Prevention and Building and Safety Commission

Cc: Boyle, Douglas J (DHS); Guedel, Justin K; Jacob.German@btlaw.com; Ron Ritchey
Subject: Public Comment on LSA Doc 20-626

Date: Wednesday, February 24, 2021 3:44:57 PM

Attachments: 675 IAC 12-5-6.2 Determinations Public Comment RRitchey 02242021.pdf

**** This is an EXTERNAL email. Exercise caution. DO NOT open attachments or
click links from unknown senders or unexpected email. ****

Dear Doug, Justin, and whom it may concern,

Thank you in advance for accepting my written comment and proposed change
to LSA Doc #20-626 (see attached).

| am more than happy to answer any questions you may have, and am looking
forward to participating in the next Commission Hearing where | would like to
provide testimony before the Commission.

Can you please acknowledge receipt of this email?

Thanks in advance,

Kind Regards,

Lol
Ron Ritchey
NFSA Great Lakes Field Service Coordinator

Lafayette, Indiana

Mobile: 765-412-6707

Web: www.nfsa.org
Email: ritchey@nfsa.org
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SECTION 11. 675 IAC 12-5-6.2 IS AMENDED TO READ AS FOLLOWS:

675 IAC 12-5-6.2 Determinations
Authority: 1C 22-13-2-13
Affected: IC 22-12-7-3; I1C 22-13-2-11

Sec. 6.2

(a) The department or the commission (whichever body is making the determination) shall wait at least
five (5) business days following submissien receipt and posting of a completed variance application to
the FP&BSC website or public portal and present a report to the Commission at their next regularly
scheduled meeting that includes the name and address of the project, the assigned variance project
number(s), and the date the application was received.

(1) When the department makes the determination, a record of the determinations shall be
reported to the Commission, including the names of each of the “department” staff
members who participated in the determinations and date of the determinations .

(2) When the commission makes the determination, a record of the determinations shall be
included in the monthly public meeting minutes.

(3) A complete record that includes both records required by 6.2.(a) 1, and 6.2.(a) 2, shall be
posted on the public portal within 5 business days of the commission hearing.

Reason:

The current process for the requirement to post the variance application submittals on the public portal
is not user friendly or transparent. Requiring the department to post a simple list of variance
applications received on the Commission’s web site that include determinations made by either the
department or the commission will ensure transparency, increase public confidence, and provide proper
accountability to all stakeholders involved.

The determinations of Commission hearings have been recorded in meeting minutes and made available
to the general public since its inception in 1987. It is reasonable to expect the department’s
determinations to be readily accessible and publicly available in like manner.
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