
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

FSSA announces 20 recipients of new 2-Year Early Education Matching Grants 

A total of $3.3 million awarded to groups who raised more than $4.8 million in matching 
funds for 2 years 

Indianapolis (March 31, 2016) – The Indiana Family and Social Services Administration (FSSA) 
today named 20 organizations from 18 different Indiana counties recipients of the Early 
Education Matching Grant (EEMG). These grants will help recipients provide quality early 
education for low-income children in Indiana.  
 
Twelve previous grant winners will renew their grants, and eight sites have been awarded new 
grants to serve a total of 1267 children for both the 2016-17 and 2017-18 school years.  The 
matching grant recipients and their counties are listed at the end of this release. Families in 
these counties should contact one of these providers if they are interested in receiving pre-K 
education for a 4-year-old child. 
 
Only programs located outside of the five counties participating in the state’s On My Way Pre-K 
pilot were eligible to apply for the EEMG grants.  
 
“The EEMG program is an important tool toward increased school readiness and academic 
success for low-income children in Indiana,” said Nicole Norvell, Director of Indiana’s Office of 
Early Childhood and Out of School Learning. “The grants leverage public and private 
investments within high-quality community-based programs, including school-based, faith-
based and nonprofit early learning programs. This approach allows many more at-risk children 
living outside of the five pilot On My Way Pre-K counties to access essential high-quality early 
education.” 
 
Twenty grants, totaling $3,385263, are being awarded and another $4,896,015 in matching 
funds have been obtained by those grantees from foundations, United Way agencies, 
corporations, coalitions of public-private organizations and individual donors. These grants will 
be used to expand high-quality early education programs for low-income families with 4-year-
old children. 
 

http://www.in.gov/fssa/carefinder/4899.htm


The EEMG program, established by the Indiana General Assembly in 2013 (and renewed in 2015 
for an additional two-year cycle), allows high-quality, early child care and education programs 
to apply for matching funds to serve 4-year-old children from families whose incomes are 
below federal poverty guidelines. It is separate and distinct from the On My Way Pre-K 
program, which was approved by the 2014 General Assembly and is currently underway in 
Allen, Jackson, Lake, Marion and Vanderburgh Counties. 
 
In the EEMG program, grants are awarded directly to providers statewide, who use the funds to 
enroll qualified children; while in the On My Way Pre-K program, families in five pilot counties 
(Allen, Jackson, Lake, Marion and Vanderburgh) apply directly for scholarships. 
 
Applicants for EEMG were required to have already achieved Level 3 or Level 4 in Paths to 
QUALITY TM, Indiana’s voluntary child care quality rating and improvement system. They were 
also required to secure a cash match from a community organization or other funding source. 
 
The 2013 matching grant legislation established that $2 million would be available for two 
years, beginning in 2014. Grants awards will be effective July 1, 2016. 
 
More information about the Early Childhood Matching Grant is available here.  
 
 

Program County Program 

#Children 
served 

2016-17 

#Children 
served 

2017-18 

NEW 
  

   

Area IV Agency on Aging and Community 
Action Programs, Inc. 

White 
Full time   2 3 
Part time 4 6 

Early Learning Indiana – IU Health West Hendricks Full time 10 10 

Maconaquah School Corporation Miami Part time 16 16 

Madison Consolidated Schools Jefferson 
Full time 10 10 
Part time 5 5 

Marion Community Schools Grant Full time 115 115 

Northeastern Wayne Schools Wayne Full time 24 24 

South Central Community Schools LaPorte Part time 11 11 

South Harrison Community School 
Corporation Harrison Full time 23 23 

RENEWALS 
   

 

Blue River Services, Inc. Harrison Full time 25 25 

DeKalb County Central United School 
District DeKalb Full time 

40 40 

El Campito, Inc. St. Joseph Full time 8 8 

Elwood Elementary School Madison Part time 24 24 

http://www.in.gov/fssa/carefinder/2554.htm
http://www.in.gov/fssa/carefinder/2554.htm
http://www.in.gov/fssa/carefinder/4980.htm


Greater Clark County Schools Clark Part time 120 120 

HUMmingbird Day Care Ministry & 
Nursery School 

Dubois 
Full time 15 15 
Part time 20 20 

Pathfinder Services, Inc. Huntington Full time 10 10 

Right Steps Child Development Centers Tippecanoe Full time 15 15 

Small World Learning Center Vigo 
Full time 25 25 

Part time 48 48 

Southeastern Indiana YMCA Ripley Full time 20 20 

United Day Care Center 

Delaware 
 

Full time 14 14 

Ball State University Child Study Center Part time 4 4 

Huffer Memorial Children’s Center Part time 10 10 

YMCA of Muncie/Apple Tree Child 
Development Center 

 
Delaware Full time 14 14 

 
The Office of Early Childhood and Out-of-School Learning is a division of the Indiana Family and 
Social Services Administration (FSSA). 
 
Contact Information: 
 
Name:  Marni Lemons 
Phone: 317.234.5287 
Email:  Marni.Lemons@fssa.IN.gov  
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